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To the Noble young Gentleman^ 

Mr. henry PONSONBY, 

Sir, 

I am happy in being permitted the favour of de- 
dicating to you, the ^' Historical Guide to Malta and 
its Dependencies.*' 

I have been encouraged in the preparation of this 
little ivbrk, by the hope that it may afford you some 
beneficial entertainment now in your first yeard^ and 
that hereafter it may be an introduction io a more ma« 
ture examination of the subjects of which it treats. 

I have subjoined to the " Guide,*' some reflec- 
tions respecting the ancient appellation- of this cele- 
brated land, and some important events that have 
taken place in relation to it. And I hope you will see 
the time, when you will find satisfaction in the exami- 
nation of a question of antiquity, such as the author 
humbly believes not unworthy of your illustrious ori- 
gin, and the country from which you have originated. 

I shall be highly gratified with your favourable 
acceptance of this small effort of mine ; and beg per- 
mission to subscribe myself with all respect^ 



Malta 
8th March 1830 



} 




Your most humble 
devoted and obedient servant 
GiussPPii Pkricciuoli Borzesi. 



Al Nobil Giovanetto 
SIGNOR ENRICO PONSONBY, 

Signorino^ 

lo consacro a lei, Signorino, la " Guida Istorica di 
Malta, e sue Dlpendenze.*' 

Ho scritto questa operetta sulla veduta che possa 
esserle di una qualche utilitk nella prima sua giova- 
nezza, e che piil tardi le sia di scofta ad uno studio 
piti profondo dell' istoria dell' isola, e ad un piti maturo 
esame degli oggetti che vi si trovano. 
I Ho aggiuato alia ** Guida" alcune riflessioni intorno 

all'antico nome, e vicende di questa celebre terra. 
Spero che sapranno esse un giorno soUeticarla ad oecu- 
pars! di una questione istorico-geogrctfo-archeologica, 
che io credo non indegna di lei, n^ della illustre 
nascita sua. 

Sar5 sempre per5 assai soddisfatto, se ella gradirk 
questa mia piccolissima o£ferta, e se mi permetterk che 
con tutto 11 rispetto mi dichiari quale mi pregio di 
essere 

di lei Signorino 
Malta gli 8 Marzo 1830. 

Umilismo. Divotismo. ed Ubbidientmo. Servitore 

GlUSEPPB PBRICCIUOLl BOKZESI. 
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HISTORICAL GUIDE 

S^c. 8^c. 8^c. 



PART I. 

Geographical Description of the Island of 

Malta. 



T 



HE Island of Malta is situated near the 
middle of the Mediterranean sea; south of 
Sicilvj between Pacchino called also Cape 
Passaro, and Camarana, anciently caUed Ca- 
merina. J 

On the North it is opposite Pozzallo^ 
on the coast of Sicily ; on the South, Tripoli, 
on the eoast of Africa; on the East, the 
Island of Candia, and on the west, the Island 
of Gozo. 

Malta is distant from' Sicily, in the 

nearest direction, sixty Italian miles.* 

' ■ ■ ■ - . ■ — - 

* 

>^ (*) 12 Italian miles are equal to almost 11 Boglisli. 

B 
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Its circiunference is sixty miles; its 
greatest length twenty milesy and its greatest 
breadth twelve. 

The centre of Malta is in longitude 
fourteen degrees and twelve minutes East 
from London, and in latitude thirty five de- 
grees and fifty minutea North. 

The longest day in this island is fourr 
teen hours, fifty-two minutes and a half. 

The Island of Malta contains two prin- 
cipal cities, viz : Falletta, and CittcL Fecchia^ 
called also Cittk Notabile. 

Tlie city Valletta is fourteen degrees 
nineteen minutes and twenty-eight seconds 
east of the meridian of Paris in France. 

CittJt Vecchia (the ancient city) is si- 
tuated near the centre of the Island. It was 
founded two thousand years after the uni- 
versal deluge, six or seven hundred years 
before Christ. 

Valletta, which is now the capital of the 
island, and the seat of government, lies be- 
tween the Great Harbour (called also Marsa 
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i. e. Harbour) and Marsamuscefto commonly 
called the Quarantine Harbour. The site 
„o which ih, ci,, .^ ™ fonnrfy c.n«l 
Sceb-er-rasg which in the Arabic language 
signifies a place which rises above the sur- 
rounding parts. The Grand Master La Val- 
letta, from whom the city received its name^ 
commenced the huilding of the city in the 
year 1556 of the Christian era; and after 
his death the work was ccmtinued by his 
successor Pietro di Monte. On the 18th of 
May, 1571> the city was entirely completed. 

Within the suburbs of Valletta, pn the 
opposite aide of the Great H^bour, are the 
towns of Borgo, called also f^ittoriosa ; Isola, 
or Senglea ; and Burmula, called also Cospi-^ 
cua; and on the neck of land on which Val- 
letta stands is a considerable town called 
Floriana or Borgo Vilhena. The three 
former of these are also generally denomi- 
nated cities. 

Scattered in various parts of the island 
arc twenty-two other villages called Casals. 
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These are 
Casal Dmgly 
Mosta 



?> 
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Nasciar#^ 
Gargur 
Attard*/ 
Zebbug • 
Balzanw/" 
lia/ 

Birchircara^^ 
Curmi - 



Casal Crendii/ 
Zorrico • 
Chercop ^ " 
Gtidia^ 
Micabiba 
Luca • 
Tarcien ^y 
Zabbar»^ 
Zeitunt. 
Asciach ^' 
Safi.#^ 
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„ Siggevi*^ „ 

The population of the island and its 
depaidencies is estimated &t about one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand souls. 

The Sovereign of the Island of Malta 
and its dependencies^ is His Majesty George 
THE Fourth, by the Grace of God King of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 



[5] 

Chronological Sketch of the Histcry of 

Malta. 

I. OF TH£ PH.^:ACIANS. 

Homer mentions that the first inhabi- 
tants of the Island of Malta were Phseacians^ 
who were said to be of the race of the giants. 
Their chief was Eurimedon. and the island 
was then called Hyperia. The grandson of 
Eurimedon^ (as this fabulous author would 
have us believe), having revolted from his 
master Jupiter, was instantly struck dead for 
his rebellion, and the people belonging to 
him being forced to leave Hyperia, took up a 
residence in Corfu. 

To those who indulge any belief in the 
ancient stories of men of enormous size, 
the ruins of a sort of edifice in the Island 
of Gozo, may afibrd the semblance of proof 
of these heathen reports. 



II. THE PH(ENICIANS. 

In the year 1519 before the Christian 
era, a body of Phoenicians entered the bar- 
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hour of Hyt>e"a with their ships. The situa- 
tion of the island afibrded them the most 
adyantageoui^ opportunity of extending their 
cohittierce; and they accdhlingly made them- 
selves masters of it, and planted a colony, 
ivhich very soon became numerous and 
powerful. 

The Phoenicians brought with them the 

worship of their gods; tod changed the 

name Hyperia into that of Ogjfgia. Under 

the Phoenicians the island became wealthy, 

, iuid the population numerous. 

/ Ogygia was governed by kings; and 
when Dido went and founded Carthage on 
the coast of Africa, she stopped at Ogygia, 
where she was received by Batto, the king 
of the island, and by the inhabitants, with 
^ the marks of the most sincere attachment. 

It is mentioned that numerous ships of 
Phoenicians leaving the port of Ogygia, f^ll 
in with the ships of Ulysses at the straits of 
Scylla jaiid Carybdis, shattered with a tem- 
jp^tjXvhich they had encountered on endea- 



CM 

Touring to pa^s that dangerous place ; and 
that the Phoenicians, moved with compassion 
for the misfortune and distress of that Hero, 
brought him to Ogygia ; and that in this 
island, in a grotto now csHHei Mellehahe met 
with the nymph or goddess Galypso, with 
whom he is said to have passed seven years 
most pleasantly. 



III. TH£ 4»t£EKS. 

In the year 736 before the Christian 
era, the Greeks came and took possession of 
the island of Ogygia, drove out the I%oeni-> 
cians, and changed its name to Meliia, per- 
haps on account of the excellent honey which 
the island produces ; or perhaps more - pro- 
bably in honour of a fabled nymph, daughter 
of Doris and Nereas. 

The Greeks, according to their custom, 
brought to Melita their accustomed worship 
T>f Apollo ; erected a magnificent temple in 
honor of that deity, created a high priest by 



\ 
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the name of Xerottistes, arid appointed rulers 
whom they called Arconti. 

The commerce which the Phoenicians 
had established in the island, flourished also 
under the government of the Greeks. 

The Melitesians were employed in mak- 
ing cloth and stuffs of cotton, which were 
noticed for their superior fineness- 
While the Greeks held possession of 
the island, they maintained a constant cor- 
respondence with the people of Sicily and 
Italy, They borrowed from the inhabitants 
of Syracuse the worship of the goddess Pro- 
serpine ; and acquired the friendship of Pha- 
larides emperor of Agrigenti, which was to 
the Greeks a source of great advantage* 



IV. THE CARTHAGBNIANS. 

Five hundred and twenty eight years 
before the Christian era, the Carthagenians 
contended with the Greeks for the posses- 
sion of Melita. For some time it was divi- 



[9] 

ded between them ; but eventually the Greeks 
were compelled to yield it entirely to their 
enemies. The Greeks however, stiU re- 
mained in the island^ and preserved the 
worship of their gods. 

During this period the Greek and Punic 
languages were much used, and became in 
a measure the languages of the island. 

Inghirami of Volterra, in his history, 
mentions that while the CarthageniaAs re- 
sided at Melita, the Tuscans entered the har- 
bour with a numerous fleet, and made 
themselves possessors of the island ; but they 
were soon obliged to abandon it again to the 
Carthagenians, being called away to quell 
disturbances which were rising in their own 
country. 

No other author, to the knowledge of 
the writer, has mentioned this attempt and 
defeat of the Tuscans. 

Under' the dominion of the Carthage- 
nians, the Island Melita became still more 
flourishing than under that of the preceding 
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nations who had occupied it. And its pros- 
perity, together with the importance of its 
situation, rendered it an object for the am- 
bition of the Romans. The Consul Attilius 
at one time plundered it, and at another Co- 
rnelius took possession of it ; but the Ro- 
mans lost it .very soon, and did not regain it 
until after the famous victory gained by the 
consul Lntazius in the year of the world 
3763. The authority of the Romans was 
not, however, established entirely until the 
commencefnent of the second Punic war by 
Titus Sempronius. 



V. THE ROMANS* 

The Romans changed! the name Melita, 
into Melitas. 

They were too desirous of command in 
the Mediterranean, not to be sensible of how 
great importance to them would be the ac- 
quisition of this island. They drove out 
the Carthagenians, and wishing to retain 
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the friendship of the Greeks who consti- 
tuted a considerable part of the poptilation 
of the island, authorised the use of their an- 
cient customs, gave them the title of a mu-^ 
nicipium, and permitted the inhabitants to 
be governed by their own laws. They en- 
couraged their conunerce, and their manu- 
factures which had been practised for a long 
time. 

The cotton cloth which they then 
made, was in so high repute, that it was 
purchased at Rome at a^ high price, as an 
article of luxury. 

The Romaps, either from religious con* 
slderations, or for other reascms, rebuilt and 
adorned the churches for which Melitas 
was famous, and to visit which had been 
an object with navigators and merchants, 
where they offered their incense to the gods, 
who were supposed to protectthe island and 
its commerce. . 



i < 



» »'i 



[12] 

SHIPWRECK OF ST. PAUL, 

About the year fifty-six of the Christian 
era, St. Paul, who was a prisoner at Cesarea^ 
was sent by the magistrate of that province, 
to Rome. The vessel in which he was em- 
barked was driven by a dreadfu? tempest to 
Melitas, and the vessel w;is broken against 
the rocks of the harbour viiich has from this 
occurrence received the name of the Apostle. 
PubKus, who,-under.the title of Pro/o^, was 
possessed of great authority, together with 
the inhabitants of the island, took care of 
the holy man after his shipwreck, and their 
hospitality was rewarded by receiving through 
their guest the truths of the Christian reli- 
gion. St. Paul performed many miracles in 
the name of Christ, healed many diat were 
diseased, and being himself bitten by a viper, 
was miraculously presen^d from feeling any 
ill effect from the wound. 

The inhabitants of Casal Nasciar claim 
the honor of having first received baptism. 

St. Paul passed three months iii Malta, 
and afterwards embarked for Syracuse. 



h 
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On the division of the Roman empire 
after Constantine, Melitas fell to Constant* 
Religious controversies having afterwards 
disturbed almost the whole of Europe^ swarms 
of barbarians came from the north, who 
united together and devastated the most 
beautiful provinces. 



VI. THE VANDALS. 

In the year A. D. 454, the Vandals pos- 
sessed themselves of Sicily, and shortly after 
of Melitas. They kept possession of the 
island until 464, a period of ten years. 



VII. THE GOTHS. 

In the year 464, aforesaid, the Goths 
exterminated the Vandals, and the island 
then passed from the hands of barbarians to 
others still more barbarous. Under such 
protection, Melitas lost the prosperity of 
its commerce, and the advantages it had so 
long enjoyed ; and was indebted for a pros- 



f 14] 

perons tum only to its advantageous situa-* 
tian^ which was thie cause of its changing 
owners. 



\ 



VIII. EMPIRE OF THE EAST. 

In the year 533 Belisarius, a commiui- 
der of the army of the Emperor Justinian, 
came to Melitas, expelled the Goth% and 
united it again to the empire. The island 
now acquired anew its riches; hut as its 
privileges were not secured to. it by the 
commanders of Constantinople, it never 
after recovered its ancient splendor. 

Many of the Greeks who came with 
Belisarius remained in the island ; some ap- 
pointed to govern and defend it, and others 
to engage in its commerce. These hecame 
odious to the tiatives, through their pride and 
avarice, to such an extent that they were at 
last driven to the extreme of desperation 
and miaery,. and were compelled to submit 
to the dominion of 
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IX. THE ARABS. 

In the year 870, the Arabs entered St. 
Paulas Bay. The Greeks in vain attempted 
to oppose their landing, and were beaten 
and forced to retreat to Citt^ Notabile, the 
capital of the island. The^ Arabs advanced 
and encamped near the city. They endea* 
voured to take it by assault, but were re- 
pelled. The inhabitants, however, shortly 
after capitulated, and being encouraged by 
the Ar{|.bs, committed three thousand Greeks 
who were found within the walls, to the 
flames. 

The Arabs entered the city not as 
enemies, but as brothers. 



X, SECOND DOMINION OF THE GREEKS. 

In the course of this same year, a body 
of Greeks came from Syracuse, and recovered 
the island, which they retained until the 
year 904 of the Cluistian era. 
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XI. SECOND DOMINION OF TH£ ARABS. 

In the year 904, the Ambs again con- 
quered the Island of Melitas, slew all the 
Greeks, and divided their possessions between 
them. The natives were treated with the 
same humanity knd kindness as they were 
when ihe Arabs possessed the island before j 
and purchased the wives and cljiildren of the 
Greeks that were slain. 

An Emir dependent on the Emir who 
resided in Sicily, was governor of the island, 
and the government of the Arabs was no 
injury or inconvenience to the natives. 



XII. THE NORMANS. 

In the year 1090 Count Roger, or, as 
some say his brother, assisted by the inha- 
bitants of one of the villages called Nyede 
Rum, besieged the Arabs in the capital of the 
island, and forced them to capittdate. The 
terms of this capitulation were as follows : 
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^ That l^e Emir should leave the iskibd^ 
and go where he chose. 

'^ That all who wished, might aecom:^ 
pany him. 

^ That those who desired to remain in 
the island, should have the free exercise of 
their religion, by paying to the ruler an aii- 
nual tributef. 

^ That all the Christians who were 
found slaves to the Arabs> should be restored 
to liberty." 

All these terms of agreement were 
scrupulotisly observed, and the Christian 
slaves went with the Count to Sicily. 

The Arabs who remained in Malta, (by 
which name we will hereafter call the island) 
cherished the hope that some fortunate event 
would make them again masters of the island, 
and they took up their residence in a re- 
tired part of the island, called Kalna ta 
Bahria. 

In the year 1120, on the day of a festal^ 
the Arabs made an efibrt to surprise the 

c 
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leaders of the island, while engaged in the 
worship of the gods ; but thqir attempt failed^ 
and a son of Count Ruggero, or Roger^ qune 
from Sicily and banished them entirely from 
the island. 

Under the Normans, Malta acquired 
certain titles and privileges : It was erected 
into a marquisate, and afterwards into a 
countship ; but it lost the riches which had 
been acquired with so much diligence under 
the preceding governments. 

The Princess Constance, heiress to the 
throne of Sicily, having married to Henry VI, 
soti of the Emperor Frederick II, in 1226, 
sent hither the unhappy inhabitants of Ce- 
lauo in the kingdom of Naples, which the 
Emperor had conquered, 



XIII. THE FRENCH. 

Sicily having passed under the domi- 
nion of Carlo of the house of Anjou, the 
island of Malta consequently, being accus- 
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tomed to follow the lot of those who were 
its neighbours^ came also under his a^tho^it}% 
The fapipus Sicilian Vespers * caused 
a revolution in Sicily, and. changed the go- 
vernment. The Maltese, however, remained 
faithful to the French, and are nat disgraced 
with the, guilt of this horrid transaction; al- 
though John de Procido had arranged the 
same manoeuvre at Malta. 



XIV. THE A-RAGONESE. 

Two years had scarcely elapsed from 
the time that Sicily changed its owners, 
when Ruggerp the Aragonian Admiral, came 
and attacked the French fleet at Malta com- 
manded by Comelius. The battle. was bloody 
and obstinate ; and the death of the French 
commander, decided the victory in favour of 
the Aragonese. They disembarkedin the har- 

* This was a stroke at evening, from the bells, which w«s 
a coneerted 9\gm\ fpr takiiig the lifep of the French, who wfxe 
found iQ Sicily. 
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bpur pf Marsamuscetto, and as the inhabit 
touts were not in a state to resist them, they 
yieldqd tQ their invaders at discretion^ and 
ycyfo, obliged to provide for their con- 
qu^orS|:,a. large quantity of provisions^ and 
a considerable sum of money. The fort 
now 'Called the Castle of St. Angelo held out 
awhile, but after a few months was com- 
pelled to surrender; and so the whole island 
came under the dominion of 



%Y. THE SPANIARDS. 

Malta, under the government of the 
Aragonesc and ofthc^ king of Castile who 
aucteeded them, was given by favour, to a 
natural son of that sovereign, or some fa- 
vourite of his. 

The troubles he underwent were very 
great, and he was eventually obliged to mort- 
gage the island to Don Antony Cordova, and 
afterward to Don Gonsalvo Monroi, for the 
•umof 30,000 florins. The Maltese were 
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obliged to pay this sum themselves, and king 
Alphonsothen promised, that in future rae 
island of Malta should he for ever toriited to 
the kingdom of Sicily. •** 



XVI. CHARLES V. 

In the year 1516 Charles V. csame into 
possession of the entire kingdom of Sicily, 
to which belonged also the islands of Malta 
and Gozo ; and in the year 1530, he gate 
them to the knights of the ordef of St.^ John 
of Jerusalem. 

Under the dominion of Charles V, the 
island neither lost the advantages it possessed 
under its former governments, nor acquired 
any new. 



^m 



XVn. ORDER or ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 

On the 23rd March 1630, Charles V. 
presented these islands by a charter, to the 
^rder of St John of Jerusalem^ as a gift ; and 
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the feduncil of the order accepted of them by 
a tiianifesto bearing date of 22nd April of 
the same year. 

On the 13th day of November succeed- 
ing, the Grand Master of the Order took 
formal possession and established himself in 
the village now called Xa Vittoriosa. 

Soon aftefr the e'stablilshment of the go- 
vernment of this order, the island was at- 
tacked by the Pasha Mustapha, a general of 
Solyman II, with a numerous armament. 

But the Grand Master La Valletta, 
although he had but few men at command, 
resisted, notwithstanding, 'and conquered a 
ferocious enemy. 

La Valletta, as has -been before mefl^ 
tioned, commenced the building of the city 
which bears his nanie. 

Under the government of the knights 
of St. John, were biiilt most of the public 
edifices now existing, and nearly aill the for- 
tifications, which render this capital and its 
suburbs impregnable. 



■.^ . -,3rj-.-. - 
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XVIII. THE FRfi^CH REPUBLIC. 

The commander of the army of the Re- 
public of France, sent into Egypt in the 
year 1798, was too wise and sagacious not 
to see of how much value would be the ac- 
quisition of the island of Malta. He was 
well skilled in the arts he must use t^get 
the better of those who at that time (pos- 
sessed it ; and through his intrigue it was 
given up to him without the least opposition. 

In the same year the country of Malta 
and Gozo raised such a revolt against the 
French, that th^ were dbligfed^to «hut them- 
selves up in Vallfetta and the forts. 



XIX. GREAT BRITAIN. 

In the year 1800, the French being vi- 
gorously besieged by the British, ceded the 
city with its fortifications to them. 

His Britannic Majesty two years aftfer, 
declared the port of Malta, i. e. of Valletta, 
a free port. 
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In the year 1814^: agx^ably to the re- 
splutipn of the congress of Vienna, the 
islands of Malta, Gozo and Comino, were 
consigned for ever, to the dominion of Great 
Britain, a power capable above all other 
powers, to secure to these islands the most 
substantial and durable prosperity. 

In commemoration of an evfent of so 
much importance, a learned native of the 
island composed the following inscription, 
which is engraved over the entrance to the 
main-guard in front of the governors palace: 

Magriw et Invictoe Brittaniw - 

Mditerrnvm Atnor 

et 

Europoe vox 

Has insulas confirmut 

A. D. 1814 
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PART II. 



Disembarking at the Bartiera. 
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HE passenger, on disembarking in the 
Great Harbour, lands at the mole, from whence 
we will conduct him to the places that merit 
(as we conceive) most attention. The first 
object that meets his.observation oalanding, 
is a commodious well-built lodge, in which 
is the Health Office and that of the Marine 
Police. In the former of these oifices, the 
passport is deposited, which is afterwards 
taken to the office of the Inspector General 
of Police, situated in Strada Mercanti No. 15, 
in the Palace called the Castellania; which 
we shall speak of in its proper place. 
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Over the door of the abovementioned 
lodge, is this inscription^ " Hoec fecit popur- 
lorum AmorT 

Before the lodge is a palisade with its 
divisions at proportioned distances^ to keep 
separate, the passengers and sailors, of such 
vessels as are to be admitted to pratique, 
while conversing with those from other ves- 
sels, or with persons from on shore. This 
is called 

XX. THE BARRIERA. 

Walking along the mole, a range of 'fine 
Warehouses are seen opposite the Barriera, 
at the middle of which is a small chapel, 
built by order of the Grand Master Perellos, 
for the use of mariners and persons in qua- 
rantine, and dedicated to Ssiho. Salvadore. 
The inscription over the ftoor df the church, 
merits some attention. 

Continuing the Walk towards fhe city 
Valletta, now the (capital of the islsind, rn a 
plain somewhat raised, is situated a beautiful 
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XXI. FOUNTAiy, 

the work of Giovanni Bologna^ a pupil of 
Michelangelo^ in the middle of which is a 
atatue of bronze, representing Neptune, with 
a trident in the right hand^ and in the left 
the stem of nobility of the Grand Master 
Alofio Vignacourt; under whose .direction 
it was erected. On the square base of this 
noble statue, which is of the same metal, are 
represented in basso-relievo, some exploits 
of the soldiers of the order of St. John. 

A few paces Onwards from the fourftain, 
on the left hand, is the chtfrch called 

XXII. DI LIESSE, 

adorned with gifts devoted to the Virgin by 
persons in affliction, in drder^to gain her com- 
passion ; for this church the people cherish 
great veneration. The principal picture in 
this church is by Enrico Arnaud. 

Advancing rn this street somewhat on 
an ascent, you arrive at the city gate named. 
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XXin. PORTA DI MARE (OF THE SEA-GATE.) 

Previous to entering into the city, you 
see on the left hand side, a long and delight^ 
fal parterre which leads to a picturesque ha- 
bitation, built on a rock overhanging the 
Custom-House. 

Over the gate appears this inscription, 
the motto so dear to the En.c:lish, " Dieuet 
mon droit J* Opposite the gate is a 

XXIV. FOUNTAIN, 

over which was an incriptix)n that time has 
effaced. The first street you enter after 
leaving the gate, is called 

XXV. STRADA LEVANTE, 

which although short, is however interesting, 
on account of its breadth. Near the farther 
end of this street, and fronting the Piazza di 
Leoni or Lions* square, is situated 

XXVI. THE PAINTING STUDY OE MR. HYZLER, 

a youth of talents and merit, who has worthi- 
ly answered the most promising hopes that 
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were entertained of him from his earliest 
years. We will not stop to describe the 
beauties that are to be found in t!iis study^ 
that we may not exceed the limits we hav6 
prescribed to ourselves, and because the pieces 
there exhibited at one time, are liable at 
another time to be changed, as they are ob- 
tained by the admirers of the fine arts, by 
purchase or by the generosity of their author. 
In every period, however, the students of 
painting will here find abundance to gratify 
and repay their curiosity. 

On leaving Mr. Hyzler s study, you may 
go to the bastion called the 

XXVII. BARRACCA, (near the prison.) 

This is a most delightful place, over- 
looking the mouth of the Great Harbour, 
where ships on entering the same, seem al- 
mo9t to come within reach of the hand. 
Here is to be observed a monument raised to 
the memory of the late Governor BAtt, 
with an appropriate inscription. 



\ 
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Leaving the Barracca on your way to 
the large square, about which are Tarious 
hoteb, may he se^i the 

XXVIII. COMlfERCIAI. ROOMS,. Or 

(borza di negozianti,) 
situated in Strada St. Paolo. On the top of 
this large edifice is built a tower or obser- 
vatory, from which may be discovered all 
vessfils that pass the island or enter the 
ports* The rooms are provided with ga- 
zettes and neyrspapers in the English, Italian 
^and French languages. For permission to 
enter, however, it is necessary to procure a 
ticket from one of the society. 

From here we pass to the study of de- 
sign and architecture of Mr. Policino; 

Th^ study of this able artist is visited 
by all foreigners who come to Malta, and 
every one feels much gratified. 

Near the same, are to be sold some 
beautiful views, not only of the port of Malta 
and th$ city Valletta, but also of the giant's 
tower in Go?o, and Maltese costumes. 
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From Mr. Policino's Study, wc will go 
to the 

XXIX. JESUITS* COLLEGE. 

This edifice is now appropriated to the 
use of the Royal University of the Arts and 
Sciences ; and the church which is connected 
with it merits particular attention. 

The paintings most worthy of exami- 
nation are, viz : 

The principal one, the work of Baldas- 
sare Peruzzi of Siena. 

The three paintings at the altar of St. 
Peter excellently done by the Cav. Calabrese. 

All the paintings on the^ left hand en- 
trance into the church, are worthy of admi- 
ration. 

Opposite the Jesuits' church, is 

XXX. THE MUSEUM OF THE MARCtUESt 

BARBARO. 

Many subjects of natural history and 
sculpture, render the museum of the Mar- 
quess valuable and worthy of attention and 
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praise; but it is more especially interesting, 
for the following very valuable pieces : 

A canieo in enserald, representing in 
prospective 1^ head of Philip father of Alex« 
ander the Macedonian: a perfect ancient 
Greek workt 

A calcedonian agate> representing in: 
tweke figures the history of Seleucus king 
of the Locresij a work of the year 500. 

^ A select collection of shells, not only 
native, but Egyptian, from Bengal, from the 
island of San Domingo, and other places. 

From this museum you pass to the 
grand square of St. George, in front of the 
palace, where the passenger may for a while 

REPOSE^ 

Let us resume, after reposing, our in- 
terrupted observations, and the first object 
that presents itself to^ our view will be the 

XXXI. ROYAL PALACE. 

Tliis magnificent edifice serves for the 
residence of His Excellency the Lieutenant 
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Governor. It is situated in the middle and 
on the most beautiful and level part of the 
city, and occupies a whole square surrounded 
by four public streets. It has five gates or 
entrances, and contains numerous elegant 
apartments, with spadous halls superbly 
painted, and on three sides is nearly enclosed 
with covered and open balconies. 

The Grand Master Zondadari of Siena 
adorned it with elegant paintings, and the 
Grand Master Pinto rendered it more noble 
by the porticos which he caused to be erected. 

An observatory rises on the most con- 
spicuous part of the Palace, where is a signal- 
man stationed, to observe the vessels of war 
that pass by or come into port, and to give 
notice thereof to the Governor. 

XXXII. THE ARMORY 

also forms a part of this superb palace^ pro- 
vided with from ten to twenty thousand 
stand of arras arranged in the most perfect 
order, and in readiness for use. • 

D 
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There are also a great number of an- 
cient arms ; and the armour of the Knights 
of the Order of St. John is still in preserva- 
tion and deposited here. 

XXXIII. PAINTINGS IN THE ROYAL PALACE. 

All the paintings in this majestic struc- 
ture merit the greatest attention. We shall 
however notice only such a^ we conceive 
to be superior. 

XXXIV. FIRST, IN THE TAPESTRY ROOM. 

This room presents a variety of curious 
objects and the forms of various animals, of 
very superior workmanship. 

XXXV. IN THE WAITING HALL. 

Lot with his two daughters. 

Judith with the head of Holofernes. 

Lot askep. 
- All executed by the Cav. Calabrese and 
of the same size. 

A Shepherd with various animals, by 
Spagnoletto. . 
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The Martyrdom of St. Catherine^ also 
by the Calabrese. 

The much commended painting repre- 
presenting the Grand Master LTsIeAdam 
taking possession of the Old City or Citt^ 
Vecchia, by the Cav. Favray. 

XXXVI. IN THE ROOM ADJOINING THE GRA>D 
HALL OF ST. MICHAEL AND ST. GEORGE. 

A portrait of the Grand Master Vigna- 
court. — Original of Cavaraggio. 

A portrait of the Grand Master Val- 
letta in the act of ordering the defence of 
the besieged city, by the Cav. Favray. 

A portrait of LoUis the XVI, by a good 
pencil of the French school. 

XXXVII. IN THE ADJOINING ROOM. 

A portrait of the Czar of Muscovy, by 
an excellent pencil of the school of Pompeo 
Battoni* 

XXXVIII. IN THE NEXT ROOM. 

A, small painting on copper, a good 
copy of the Transfiguration by BaphaeL 
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A Landscape. — Original. 

A Saint in meditation, by the Cav. Luti. 

A portrait of the Grand Chancellor, a 
work of the School of Guido Reni. 

The Virgin with the infant Jesas and 

another portrait, by. of the 

School of Rubens. 

XXXIX. IN THE ROOM CALLED THE ROOM 
WITH THE BALCONY. 

A painting of Colco, representing three 
sisters, by Paris Bordone. 

XL. OVER THE LOOKING GLASS. 

A portrait of the Grand Master De 
Redin. 

A Landscape with a mill and a bridge^ 
by RosaofTivoli. 



Various parts of the palace arie orna- 
mented with has relief, representing the 
exploits of the Order, a fresico, by Matteo 
da Lecce. 
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Leaving the Governor's Palace we pass 
over to see the 

XLI. PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

The hall containing this Library adjoins 
th6 Palace and is spacious and magnificent. 
The works contained therein are seventeen 
thousand^ consisting of about forty five 
thousand volumes. In this superb place 
there are also in preservation the following 
valuable articles : 

Three Phoenician medals or pieces of 
money. 

The first bears the effigy of the goddess 
Iside, whom the Greeks called Juno. 

The second, on one side has the figure 
of a woman veiled, Iside or Juno, and on 
the other a sheep's head, the emblem of Ju<- 
piterAmmon. 

On the third is a head of Serapis, be- 
fore which is a wand O^e emblem of Mer-- 
cury) and on tht ^opposite aide>in >the middle> 
a crown of laureL 
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The letters on those three medals (en- 
graved the reverse) are all the same, but 
have not beien as yet distinctly traced. 

Two other Phoenician monuments, viz : 

A Vase of Terra Cotta of a very singu- 
lar form, upon which is a Satyr apparently 
of earth, and upon the border of which cer- 
tain characters are perceivable, although ille- 
gible. 

There are also in this Library several 
Grecian monuments that have been found 
at different times in the islands of Malta and 
Gozo. The principal of these are : 

A square altar dedicated to Proserpine, 
which represents men offering a fish to the 
goddess. 

A statue of Hercules of white marble 
in very good condition. This statue for- 
merly ornamented the Grand Temple near 
Marsa-scirocco. 

A medal of Gozo, designating Castor 
and Pollux, gods favourable to Mariners. 

Also various other medals. 
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The Panic monuments deposited in this 
Library are as follows : 

Two pieces of marble supposed to have 
been the pedestals and shafts of two candle- 
sticks, each having the same Phoenician in- 
scription, accompanied by other inscriptions 
in Greek, a translation of which into the 
French language by the learned Barthelemi, 
and which is supposed to be the best trans- 
lation extant, is as follows : 

" Abdassar et Asseremor, fils d' Assere- 
" mor, fils d' Abdassar, avons fait ce voeu k 
" notre Seigneur Melcrat divinity tut^laire 
" de Tyr, puisse-t-il les b^nir dans leur route 
" incertaine! 

" Denis et Serapion de la ville de Tyr 
^^ tons deux fils de Serapion, k Hercule sur- 
^^ nomm^ Archegetes." 

There also are preserved some Roman 
monuments worthy of notice ; among which 
are, 

A grand sepulcral Lamp of Terra Cotta . 
of a beautiful and curious form. 
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A round piece of carved marble^ the 
use of which is uBkaown^ representing on 
one side a griffin with its paw testing on & 
sheep's head> and on the other a theatrical 
mask. 

Also a monument of the time of thj& 
Goths, worthy of admiration, viz : 

A little briass figure found some time 
since at Gozo, representing a lame beggar 
with the head naked and without beard, sit-^ 
ting in a kind of basket, and supporting 
himself with the left hand on the ground. 

This figure is full of Greek characters^ 
the explanation of which is Very embar- 
rassing, and a part of which are entirely un-^ 
dlstinguishablec * 

Leaving the Public Library, on the op- 
posite side you will find another Library 
called the 

XLII. MALTA GARRISON LIBRARY^ 

which ought not to be overlooked. At the 
entrance of this Library is ^mutilated statue^ 
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as large as life^ of Greek sculpture, which 
was formerly placed in the wall of the castle 
at Gozo. 

After haying noticed all that these two 
Libraries contain, you may cross over to look 
at the building made use of for the Chief Se- 
cretary's Office, the Post Office and Grovem- 
ment Treasury. From here you may proceed 
to the Auberge d' Auvergne, appropriated for 
the Civil Courts, Tribunals ^f Appeal and 
of Conunerce> and then 

XUII. R£P0S£. 

After having rested a little, we will pass 
over to inspect 

xLiv. ST. John's church. 

This august temple, built by the Grand 
Master La Cassiera, k the most beautiful, 
the most spacious, and most interesting 
church in the island. 

The excellent paintings^ with . which it 
18 adorned are principally by the celebrated 
Matteo Ftetix known by the name of Calac- 
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brese. This famous painter is interred be- 
fore the sacristy ; upon whose tombstone is 
inscribed an elegant epitaph in the latin 
language^ 

This temple is rendered more magni- 
ficent by the many elegant and very costly 
mausoleums of the Grand Masters, and the 
superb tombstones in mosaic, with which 
nearly the whole is paved. Amongst the 
many engraved monuments here to be seen, 
the lovers of epitaph may find sufficient to 
satisfy their curiosity. 

XLV. PAINTINGS IN ST. JOHn's CHURCH. 

■> 

The grand arched ceiling was painted 
by the Cav. Calabrese, and represents the 
principal occurrences which are related in 
the life of the Precursor of Christ, and se- 
veral other interesting scenes, a work which 
took thirteen years to complete. 

The side paintings and the three in the 
roof of the chapel of the Crucifixion, those 
at the altars of St. James and St. George, 
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the one at the entrance to the alt?ir of the 
Sacrament in the interior part, the paintings 
of the conversion of St. Paul and St. Ca- 
therine of Alexandria, and that of the Saints 
Cosmus and Damian, were all executed by 
the often mentioned Cav. Calabrese. 

The celebrated painting of the be- 
heading of St. John the Baptist, in the 
of the Crucifixion, is the work of Michael- 
angelo of Caravaggio. 

The paintings of the SS. Girolamo and 
Maddalena are said to be by the same author, 
but in reality they are but copies. The 
paintings at the first altar on the left hand 
as you enter the church, are by Stefano Erar- 
di a Maltese. 

The three half moons at the entrance of 
the chapel of the Crucifixion are a work of 
the Cav. Favray, and the portraits of the 
Grand Master Pinto and Pope Benedict XIV, 
in the first sacristy, are by the same hand. 

The two half moons at the altar of St. 
Sebastian, on the left hand side, are the work 
of Giuseppe di Arena, a Maltese. 
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The painting of S. Carl6 is the per^ 
forndaiice of the Cav. Sebastiano Conca-da- 
Gteta. 

In the choir there is a small portrait^ 
the work of Andrea del Sarto. 

The tapestry with which this admirable 
structure is splendidly adorned surpasses all 
that imagination can conceive. This article^ 
made at an expense of several thousand 
pounds, was presented as a gift to this church> 
by the Grand Master Perellos. 

From the left hand side oi the grand 
altar, you descend into an under chapel^ 
where the Grand Masters of the Order of St. 
John of Jerusalem are interred. On the 
tombstone of the Grand Master Valletta, is 
engraved the following elegant epitaph, com- 
posed by the learned English Cavalier Oliver 
Starquei. 

llle A$i<B^L%hyiBqtiep<wory tutelaque' quondam 
JEuropte, edondth sacra per arma Getis, 

Jhiinusin hoe alma^ punneondidity Urbe sepulttts 
Vailetta^ at^ma dignm honorejaceU 
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From St. John's church we may repair 
to the Monte di Piet^ and the ancient office 
of the Giurati now the office of the Grain 
Department, and from thence to the Palace 
formerly called of the 

XLVI. CASTELLANIA. 

In this public edifice is held the Crimi- 
nal Court, the Courts of the Magistrates of 
judicial police, and also the office of the De- 
puty Inspector General of Executive Police. 
From the Castellania we may cross over to 
the church of St, James, to view the very 
excellent painting, the principal work of 
Filippo Paladini. From thence we may pro- 
ceed to the 

XLVII. ALB£RG0 DI CASTIGLIA, OR 
AUBERGE OF CASTILE. 

The external appearance of this im- 
mense building is striking and the architec- 
ture is rather majestic. 

Near the Albergo di Castiglia, is the 
church called 



.t 
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XLVIII. SANTA CATARINA DEGL' ITALIANI, OR 
ST. CATHERINE OF THE ITALIANS. 

The principal painting, in this church is 
that representing St. Catherine, a good ori- 
ginal by the Cav. Calabrese. 

The side painting of the " Vergine Ad- 
dolorata,** is a delicate work of the Cav. Be- 
nedetto Luti Bolognese. 

Opposite this church you will find 
another called 

XLIX. CHIESA DELLA VITTORIA. 

The ceiling of this church is painted 
by Alessio Erardi son of the before-men- 
tioned Stefano. 

A little further on is the bastion called 
the , 

L. BARRACCA, 

a kind of parterre where several monuments 
are erected to the memory of illustrious per- 
sotiages deceased, and where the ashes of the 
late Governor Maitland repose in a se- 
cluded part. 



^ 
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The view from this place is very exten- 
sive and beautiful, and as it commands the 
great harbour and its creeks, the sight of 
the vessels of every size that are anchored 
therein, the three towns which are directly 
opposite, the forts that defend the port, 
(apparently touching each other,) the Vill- 
hena suburbs, as also a great part of the 
country that is seen from this eminence, all 
render the Barracca the most pleasant place 
of resort, which the city affords. 

From the Barracca you may go round 
the city walls as far as Porta Reale ;* the walk 
is interesting and very pleasant, from the 
line country view which presents itself from 
the walls. The passenger being arrived 
over Porta Reale can descend into the street 
from which this gate takes its name, viz. 

LI. STRADA REALE,* 

where the first interesting object that will 
attract notice, is the Ordnance Office with 
its several branches. 

* Porta 9i$Me9 gate, nod Strada, street. 
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The expert mechanics who labour here 
and the skill exercised in its management, 
render this establishment one of great im* 
portance. 

From the Ordnance Office, the Passen- 
ger may proceed to the 

LII. ALBERGO DI PROVENZA. 

The lower apartments of this Palace 
are appropriated for the sale of goods by 
public auction, the Deputy Vendue Master s 
Office, &c. and the upper apartments to the 
use of the Malta Union Club. 

In front of the Albergo di Provenza is 
the 

LIII. STUDY OF THE ARCHITECT SIGNOR 

GRONGNET. 

This very capable engineer preserves 
in lithography the form of a stone which is 
said to be antediluvian, found at Citti Vec- 
chia, and which he afterwards sent to Paris 
for trial of its antiquity. The inscription 
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ehgrared m tills itbiiic }m bbeii thlilsl^d 
iato Latin j attdi^ as Mb^ : 

" Ego Athalanta urbS |>ar^ qilte mk 
" extollo in summitate hac altiore Montij 
*^ Atlilantis, qui stat in medio huju3 In- 
" sulge inagnae Regis Atmantis qui me aedi- 
" ficavit in septimo gyro solis gubernationis 
^^ suae et in secunao solis gyro Dominationis 
^^ Manetis primi Regis Tcixae Fontis Gupti 
^^ (id est Alti JEgi/pti) de Flumine magno. 
^^ De' hac fenlinfeiitia ego video gyros Itrhiino* 
" sds De'ortfm Gtelestitmi; vifleo litegftaiif e^ 
^^ ptikrarti urberii caput Ifttifl^ toftius, yfiBtsH 
^^ Dottmm Atireitih Pattii* ma^ii Nfeptuiiiti 
*^ et Sylvairi sacrdim que cl^cttit earii ; VlflSd 
" tres illas ColuuSriad HerfctliBs in fretrf Mat- 
^ ris Itegi^ G^iri, DWriilii hortOriiAi pulcro- 
^^ rmn, ubi cadit sol, et pbmorum aureofufm, 
^ et iMulaw Gy^6!ieaiTn ; video InsuliS 6fti- 
n£s, tibi habitant EKi fnaris, v7de6' AaV^ 
omn^ft qtise dedMbMaUt itf sihu^ Mris^ in^* 
terioris^ atqub ^s^riori^, et Terrain S^gi^" 
'' Satunii,^tiioik«dll ikteuktf x)d3ta Vidfe^^^ 
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antcquam compleantur gyti magni solis.** 
There is also another inscription on the 
side in Latin^ viz. 

* 

T. SEMPRON. COS. HOC. MA^NI. ATHLANTIS. 

£T. SOVBMERSAE. ATHLANTIDIS. RELI- 

aVIOM. VEDIT. EIDEMO. SERVARI. 

COERAVIT. AN. UR. DXXXVI. 

OLYMP. CXL. AN. III. 

Mr. Grongnet foreseeing, that the me- 
tropolis of the Ottoman Empire might by 
some accident be destroyed by fire, has formed 
the plan of a new city, which has been ap- 
proved of, and met the approbation of all 
those who have examined it. 

IHiere are other very valuable works in 
the study of Mr. Grongnet, not only of archi- 
tecture but also of literature, on profound 
subjects, that are as yet incomplete. Mr. 
Grongnet is a person of very agreeable man- 
ners, and the traveller will feel much pleased 
with his company and conversation. 
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I 

From Grongnet's study, you may pro- 
ceed to the painting study of Mr. Aliingham^ 
where the amateurs of portraits will find* 
many to admire. 

Leaving this study we may continue 
our walk down Strada San Giovanni as far as 



* LIV. STRADA FORNI. 



The building that serves for the public 
bakery, and the convent of St. Agostino, 
which is directly opposite, are worthy of 
observation. Passing along Strada Forni it 
may not be unentertaining to the passenger 
(at the termination of this street to the south) 
to look at 

LV. STRAPA MEZZODI. 

In this street there are several large 
dwellings or palaces, and particularly that 
appropriated to the residence of the British 
Admiral, and another for the office of the 
Commissariat, and residence of the Com- 
missary GenerJaL 



From Stjtida Mezs^odi, be ipaj go upon 
the bastion, where the reroams of ii^e late 
Governor the Maroue^ of Hastings, are 
interred, and from thence to the wind niill^ 
tp enjoy the sight of all Marsiuimscetto har- 
bour £^d the snrronnding country. 

From the wind mills, he may descend 
to the 

LY<« F4linnN6 STUDY A)9D UTH06RAPHT OP 

MR. CARUAKA, 

who uses his utmost endeavours to render 
himself perfect in his art- 
Leaving the study of Mr. Caruana and 
l^vteeeding bleng the bastions of Marsa- 
muscetto, he will arrive at 

LVII. FORT ST. ELBfO, 

gme of the priAcipal fortifications of the 
isla^d,^ built in the year 1562. This fort t% 
%\ifi principal no^eans of defjE^oce to both har-r 
hours ajmd \8 well sqppUed with cannon^ 
hQmb^, and other piecc^s of artillery* We. ^ 
will not, however, try the |iatiejBtee Qf llm 



cttrfotts obseafVet, by a mifttitcf descripfderf 6t 
the forts large and small^ batteri^^ tftdtikrSy 
csmnons, baOs kc. of a kfttress^ Whith is 
perhaps furnished the best of any in' Ettf6pe. 

Hmittg eibsfcfved tMt fan and Jf s forti- 

ieaAem, he may go attd sfee th« hds{)haif$ 
which are at a little distance fr(tfm t!b6' fbff , 

The profpriety arid deceitcy ot these 
places itf ptfrflctiTtfrly tibticeablc* A w^^afthy 
lady by name of Sigffoi'd; Catarin^ Scoppi 
Senese, bequeathed the feiriafes' frdspitd t6' 
the public ; which wa^ bitUt in the year: 1646. 

After visiting the hospitals, he may con- 
tiiwie Ksf walk tfcfoagft Ste^dk Merdaiiti in 
whic^b swe fwo' chu^ch^s^ worthjlr of atten- 
tion, vi25. 

Otie edtedi <A^ jMwM; a«t( tHigi other 
^ SI Howtmim. K iS^oulB' not? be- nniii- 
teifestkg Iter pas^ fi^m Str^dte Mewattii intb- 
Strada San Paolo, to iioride tha* eblfegiafe^ 
dhuTch, whew the foUbwittg parntings are 
to be sefeii :: 

The prificipd'p^miftjg*i*iiicll r^r^^ 
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S. Paul after being shipwrecked^ is the work 
of Paladino. 

The two pamtings are by the Painter 
Belasques. 

There is also an excellent wooden statue 
representing St: Paul preaching, a work of 
Melchion Ga^ 

Continuing along the said street, he 
3piay deviate a little to the left to look at the 
church of the Biformafiy situated in Strada 
San Giovanni, called 

LVIII. DI SANTA MARIA DI GESU\ 

The principal painting in this church 
representing St. Francesco and St. Catherine, 
is by PaladinO. 

Over one of the altars, is a painting of 
St. Trophimus in company with St. Paul and 
the Centurion, visiting the father of Publius, 
executed by Morrealese. 

After the passenger has seen the whole 
of the beforementioned, he may proceed to 
inspect the sculptural works, finely executed 
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by several Maltese artists, in Malta-stone ; 
and if he chuses he may also visit the Theatre, 
which, if not a mstgnificent edifice, merits 
however to be seen. 

LIX. REPOSE. 

After repose, we will accompany the 
passenger in his visits to the other principal 
forts, and consequently conduct him to 

LX. MARSAMUSCETTO OR 
THE aUARANTINE HARBOUR. 

Prior to embarking we may see the 
Health Office, as also that of the Captain 
of the Port, and then take a boat and pass 
over to 

LXI. FORT MAKOEL. 

This fort was erected by the Grand 
Master Antonio Manoel in 1726, as may be 
seen by a long inscription engraved in the 
square pedestal that supports the bronze 
statue of that Grand Master. 

Re-embarking, we go from Fort Manoel 



ta ^Qft Tigne, m^ from tbeBOe embarking 
nx^tw pftai9. acrqss the moi^fh of both bar-. 
boi^$9 to Fprt RicasoJ^ ( built ^j SigjjLQr 

Ricasoli of Florence) a^^ aft^r^^d^ pfQt: 
ceed to the Grand Fortress called 

LXII. CASTfiL SANT* ANG^LQ. 

This fortification that defends the en- 
trance of the Gxeat Harbour, is striking, and 
of those which j\q^ remain, wa^ tb? first that 
^as built in the islands \t ift said "to have 
been erected by the Saracens in the year 828. 

Having noticed all the beforementioned 
fortifications, we shall land at the Custom- 
House to see, not only that building but the 
Mma through which we pass from one mole 
to the other. Thb passage was. opened by 
the Grand Master Lascarij» m 1687. 

A^tQrw;ard^ we will proceed along that 
part of the mole of Florian (the. whole o£ 
which^ is afiprqed vi^ith vpry commodionsr 
magazines) and go, up to that town to reAj^. 
ourselvjqs. 
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We will first take ^ V(dXk iB the heauttful 
public Sotaiuc&t Garden^ pkated hj the 
l^te Governor Ball wbich is exceeAngly 
pleasant. 

From this garden we wiH pas» to tke- 
House of Industry, where excellent carpets 
ajid; T8u:ious other articlea are manufactuied' 
particulady of colton and of silk. 

Thijs^ hoilse. was established and is 

« 

supported by Goyemment, and is a vecy 
Uiaefixl institution. The object of it, is to 
afford a place and accommodations, for the 
popr^bpth old men and women and children. 
Tbe childreot are taught useful work and 
. gain, habits, of jjodustry, and the old peoplein 
part support themselves by making brooms, 
and other light work. 

^rom the House of Indoatry we may 
go to the MiUtju*y Hospital^ an establish** 
ment that ought not to be overlooked. 

JLXIV. ENGLISH BURYIKG GROUNDS. 

The man who feelsJ He who prof otmdly 
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reflects! He who seribnsly meditates! in 
short every man of feeling will visit the places 
where repose the remains of fellow men. 

In these bnrial grounds are to be seen 
a great many monuments and tombstones 
on which are described the names and me- 
rits of the deceased, in memory of whom they 
were erected, their age, and the day of their 
demise. These are frequently accompanied 
by some appropriate verse, and are several of 
them considerably elegant. 

These are the places that ought to be 
visited in preference to all others. 

From these we may go to the church 
of St. Publius, and from thence to the Ca- 
puchin's Convent, which on account of its 
situation is very interesting. 

Returning from this convent, we go 
to see the garden called d'Argotti where 
is a grotto in the form of «a small temple, 
set with three beautiful varieties of coral. 

This small circuit being ended, it will 
not be unentertaining to the passenger to 
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observe the fortifications of Florian so called 
as they were constructed under the direction 
of Pietro Paolo Floriani in 1635. 
Likewise the gate named 

LXV. DELLE BOMBE 

merits to be seen^ because instead of pillars^ 
it has four large stone columns cut in the 
form of guns, and over the gate three shields 
of nobility. 

On two pillars a little without the gate, 
are also two large stone balls representing 
bomb-shells. 

We may pass from thence to observe 
the grand arch much esteemed by connois- 
seurs, near Sa Maison, and then return to 
Valletta and 

LXVI. REPOSE. 

The circuit of Valletta and Floriana 
being terminated, let us pass over to observe 
what is most remarkable in the three towns 
on the opposite side, that is to say, Borgo, 
Burmola and Isola. 



Embarking at the barnera, the first 
place we fMPOceed to vi^it^ 19 the 

LXVn. NAVAL VICTUALLING YAJBLD, OR 
ARSENALE DEL BORGO. 

It hardly need be said that this esta- 
blishment is completely furnished with every 
thing which appertains to this department^ 
when you reflect that it belongs to Great 
Britain^ which, is thq first maritime power 
in the world. 

From the Victualling Yard, we will pro- 
ceed to look at the place where is supposed 
anciently to have stood, the celebrjited temr 

■ 

pte of the . goddess Juno. Not a vestige, 
however, now exists of that renowned fabric ;r 
and the passenger will observe nothing in- 
teresting except a ditch ftifl of salt water 
that divider Fott Sant A«gel^ Srom Titto- 
rt09»,0P Borgo. 

From the place where formerly- existed 
tha t«nplQ'(^ Juno,^ he* may go to the pari^ 
church called 



-,j 
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I 

LXVIII. SAN LORENZO. 

The principal painting, representing the 
martyrdom of that Saint, is the performance 
of the before mentioned Oav. Calabrese. 

From the church of San Lorenzo, he 
may go and see the Greek chapel where are 
deposited the hat and sword of the Grand 
Master La Valletta. 

In a square near this chapel,, is a statue 
of Victory, erected by this Grand Master in 
commemoration, of the defeat of the Turks 
on that spot. 

The passenger may then proceed to 
observe the 

LXIX. NAVAL HOSPTTAL^ 

an establishment very interestiag and si- 
tuated in a delightful spot. 

From the Naval Hospital^ he may pro- 
ceed towards Burmola. 

We do not find any tUiig Of imper- 
tattce in this town exce|»tiBg the grand 
suburb^ enclosed by the 
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LXX. COTTONERA FORTIFICATIONS. 

This vast citadel, erected by the Grand 
Master Cottoner in 1670, that surrounds 
from the east part the whole of the suburbs 
of Bunnula, merits observation. We may 
visit the principal church entitled 

LXXI. DELLA CONCEZIOME. 

From Burmula, we will walk towards 
Senglea or Isola, and in our way thither ob- 
serve the other great Naval Arsenal or 

LXXII. DOCK YARD. 

In this arsenal are spacious magazines 
provided with all that is requisite, and which 
for their extent excite surprise. On a bastion 
adjoining the bottom of this arsenal is an 
instrument commonly called 

LXXIII. THE SHEERS, OR LA MACIGNA, 

the use of which is for unshipping and ship- 
ping the masts of vessels of war of any size 
or burthen. 
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From here we may proceed to the prin- 
cipal church in Isola^ called 

LXXIV. D£LLA NATIVITa' DELLA VERGINE. 

The circuit of the three towns being 
completed, we will embark for Valletta and 
there 

LXXV. REPOSE. 

Interior part of the Island. 

The traveller having now visited all the 
most interesting places in the city of Val- 
letta and its suburbs, may proceed to observe 
what is most remarkable and important in 
other parts of the island. 

L^UCVI. MIDDLE CIRCUIT. 

Passing through/ Porta Reale, and from 
thence through the gate called delle Bombe, 
he will advance on the road called San Giu- 
seppe, towards CittJi Notabile or Citti Vec - 
chia. 

It is interesting to observe for an im- 
mense distance of road, the aqueduct by 
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m^ns of wbich the City Valletta is supplied 
with fresh water. 

The Grand Master Wignjacourt directed 
the performance of this stupendous piece of 
workmanl^hip, the expenlse of which was 
|>aid from the pttbllc treasury. From ih6 
place where the water begins to spring cal- 
led Diar Chandul^ to the square or Piazza of 
St. George, in Valletta where there are two 
fountains, is a distance of seven thousand 
four hundred atid seventy eight canes of eight 
praltns to a caiie of Malta measure, or about 
nine and a half English miles. 

Hie passenger will pass through Casal 
Attard where there is' iiothing of consequence 
to be observed and firom thence he will ar- 
rive at 

LXXVII. NOTABILE OR CITTA* VECCHIA. 

The principal church of this Veiy iiK 
cient city is entitled a cathedral. The paiftt- 
iags irhich adorn it are almo^ tA ^^cuted 
hj tli»Cav« Caldbr4M,btt^ theceHk^git by 
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Manni, all in fresco. In the choir is a paint- 
ing of the Virgin Mary, the work of Sasso- 
ferrata. The architecture is by Gafa, a 
Maltese. 

From the cathedral, he may proceed 
to the church of the Benedictines, the prin- 
cipal painting in which is by the Cav. Cala- 
brese, and merits to be seen. 

From this church, he may go to the 
ancient Senatorial Palace, in which there are 
two large frames of marble, that were found 
in an ancient temple at no great distance 
from the City, and which are worthy of 
notice. 

Tlie Seminary also merits some atten- 
tion. 

On leaving the city, the traveller will 
feel much gratified on noticing Rabato or 
the suburbs, and from thence to proceed to 
the • 

LXXVIII. CATACOMBS. 

These subterraneous places are very 
extensive, and have several streets in various 
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directiojQa,^ and it is asserted that msfnj pet- 
spns hav6i heeu lost ip having imprudently 
ventured too. fa;r in^ li^hich is not at aU im- 
probable when we consider these very in- 
tricate and wonderft^ v^ult&. 

In consequence of thiese apcidei^ts, this 
crooked w^y was stjwe tiine since filled up, 
by order of Government^ so that ijpw np 
danger exists, of being lost, while. a$si^t^ by 
candles. 

The sepulchres which, are here to* be 
seen, are of vari,ous si^es, and the sides of 
the passages, together with the rooms to 
which they lead, are mostly covered with the 
vaults designed^ 9.9. is pi?Qb^ble, for th^ bodies 
of the dead. 

These subterra|)£Qujs woi:ks are from 
twelve to fifteen fl^e^ below the si;ij[:fece of the 
rock where they ajr e cut, and it is necessary 
to have a - guide to shew them, and at the 
same time yoiu a^e fivpished with candles or 
torches, it being imposjsible to cles>:eQd into 
them without lights. 



^ r 
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Leaving the catacombs, the passenger 
may proceed to 

■ 

LXXIX. ST. PAUL*S CAVE* 

Previous to entering this cave, there is- 
a little chapel' which' is situated under the 
church dedicated to St. Paul and deserving, 
of observation. 

The statue of the Saint, being the work 
of the Cav. Bernini, a Roman sculptor, is 
worth seeing. 

It is asserted by the Maltese that, not- 

« 

withstanding tEe quantities of stone which 
are taken from this cave by travellers and 
other persons whose curiosity leads them to 
see it, the stone never diminishes, and that 
the said stone has the property of curing 
varioup disorders. 

From St. Paul's cave, he may go to the 
monastery of St. Domenico, an edifice of 
simple architecttire, but of a very majestic 
^pearance. Not very far distant from this 
convent, is a delightful garden called the 



*^. 
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LXXX. BOSCHETTO. 

The trees planted in this plaee are. of 
a larger size than any others in the island'and 
of a different sort, some producing fruit and 
others not ; which render it a most delight- 
ful spot. They are disposed with art and 
regularity, and the canals that water the 
whole of the garden, considering the situa- 
tion of the place, produce an admirable effect. 

Continuing the walk, the traveller may 
go to the 

LXXXI. GREAT FOUNTAIN, OR IKftUISITOR's 

PALACE. 

A very pleasing and charming place, 
but further on there is no object that merits 
any particular attention ; consequently, he 
may return by the same road to Cittk No- 
tabile. From this city, he may proceed to 
the spot called 

LXXXII. EMTARFA, 

where the rains of the temple of Proserpine 
are to be seen, and which every antiquarian 
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' does not omit visiting. . Proceeding further 
on^ he will arrive at the place called 

3LXXXIII. BINGEMMA^ 

where are almost one himdred sepulchral 
caverns, and although the greater part of 
them are at present covered over, the place 
appears to have been some ancient city des- 
troyed by the hand of time. 

In these caverns are to be seen very 
beautiful tombs, having one part made par- 
ticularly to receive the feet, and on the op- 
posite extremity another for the head to 
rest in. 

Returning towards Valletta, the passen- 
ger may pass through 

LXXXIV. CASAt MUSTA; 

and from this village to 

LXXXV. CASAt ItA. 

This village is handsome and populous, 
the air extremely salubrious, and the appear* 
ance of the church is rather majestic* 



1the painting of the Transfigui^ation of 
our Saviour, in thia church, is by the Ca^r. 
Calabrese. 

^ The suburbs of Casal Laa are exceed- 
ingly handsome and delightful, and conse- 
quently are highly esteemed. In &ese en- 
virons is the 

LXXXVI. y^ii^A .BR6ZI0SI. 

The palace of this ViUa is of iexcellent 
workmanship, and the 'garden is diligently 
•taken care .of,;andjreseinblesiQ sometdegree, 
the beautiful garden iof Tuscany. 

The actual possessor, Mr. Madbenzre, 
Sector of the putblic wQrk9 lin the island, 
has adorned the rooms jof tthis^palacewitfa 
superb paintings ; that representing S. Ce- 
cilia is one of the most excellent that are to 
be found in the island. fVom t^asal Lia, &b 
traveller may .puss to 

This garden is^one of the mofirt pleasant, 
bearing 'flowj^r^s and fruits of eveiy kmd in 
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gteat abuhikiice; the waters, tlic fcanals, the 
cdndtiiti^ &fc. Jkc. render it delightful in the 
feitreme. tlie paliacls is Very bedtitiful, and 
in short St. Antonio is the country seat 6^ 
His Eicfellettcy the Oover^oA ; and there is 
no traveller, either foreigner or othjerwisc*, 
who cotnes to the island, thdt d&es hoi go 
to liee it. 

From St. Antonio, he may return by the 
great road near St. Giuseppe to Valletta, and 

LXXXVIII. R£POS£» 

Left OremL 

Embarking at ihe mole, the travellei^ 
may land at Bormola td pass on to 

LXXXIX. tASAJL ZABBAR, 

the principal dhuTch of whidb village should 
not be overlooked. 

Proceeding onwards he will arrive at 

one of the finest ktid most poptfloui vil- 
lages in the island^ the pdUcifial chtirehdT 
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which is a temple the most interesdag in all 
the comitry places of Malta, wherein is a 
painting representing St. Catherine^ a work 
of the Cav. Calahrese. 

From Casal Zeitun^ at a little distance 
from the Bayof Marsa-scirocco^ the mins of 
the ancient temple of Hercnles are obser- 
vable^ but there is little or nothing there 
to be admired. Descending a little is the 
Bay aforesaid^ which is defended by the fort 
St. Luciano, and by olher redoubts and bat- 
teries. 

The fort is well designed, and was erected 
in the time of the Grand Master Wigna- 
court in the year 1 610. 

Ascending he may pass through 

XCI. CASAL ASCIACH, 

* 

and from this yillage to 

XCII. CASAL GUDIA, 

where the Marchioness Moscati possesses a 
garden much admired^ and which travellers 
are pleased to visit. 
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From here the passenger can proceed to 

XCIII. CASAL CHIRCOP. 

and from thence to 

XCIV, CASAL ZURRICO* 

This is also one of the largest villages 
in the island. The principal church is hand- 
some and the painting of St. Catherine that 
adorns it is also a performance of the Cav. 
Calabrese. From this casal he may go to 

XCV. CI^ENDI. 

Near this village^ is the place called 

XCVI. MACLUBBA. 

Here may be observed a chasm in the 
rock which forms a plain of a circular figure. 
Its greatest depth is one hundred and forty- ' 
two canes and its greatest diameter fifty-two 
canes or thereabout. 

A garden rather fertile than otherwise^ 
has been made at the bottom of this chasm. 

From Crendi^ he may pass to 
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XCVll. CABAL MICABBA^ 

and from thence to 

XCVIII. CASAL LUCA, 

which will take him to the Marsa to see the 
ruins of 

XCIX. CASAL iMibtA, 

a village erected by the Grand IN^adtet of that 
name, but deserted in consequence of the 
insalubrious air. From this spot he may re- 
turn to Valletta and 

C> !t£POS£r 

ff^est Circmt 

The traveller leaving Porta Reale, may 
go to the 

CI. I^IEtA*, 

a place much i^sOfrted to iii the tsUittttntr sea- 
son and were the getdty it gtti&^l are pleased 
at times to appoint horse rae69 foi^ the en- 
tertainment of the public. 

At this plaee also the^6 ai^e not only 
salt water but fSresh water bathi, and hotel* 
with mod^Mte acc^oittti&tioilv. 
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From the Fietlt^ he may go on to 

CII. CASAL BIRCHI&CARA9 

which is also ane^ ihe best Ullages in the 
island. The principal ^urdi immed St. 
Elena is worthy of observation^ wherein there 
is a painting of that Saint by Zahra. 
From this easal, he may go fip to 

cm. CASAL NASCIAR9 

the former inhabitants of which are said to 
have been the first who received baptism. 

He may then go to the salt pits and 
from thence to 

civl ST. pawl's bat, 

I 

and afterwards to the garden called 

CV. SELMONE, 

and from thence to 

CVI. MELLEHA. 

A church much frequented ftnd situated 
in a place not at all displeasing, is to be found 
here. Not far distant from this church is 
the 
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CVII. GROTTO OF CALYPSO. 

The celebrated Fenelon has described 
this grotto of the goddess in a most masterly 
style, therefore we cannot do more, than to 
refer the reader to the histry of Telemachus 
for every information, as from so able a writer 
he will be enabled to form an idea of the 
grotto which has so much merited enco- 
miums.* 

Having examined the grotto, the tra- 
veller may pass over to the islands of Co- 
mino and Gozo, or return by the same road 
to Valletta. 



N. B. — The villages ii^bich are not mentioned in this 
description^ will be found out of the rout we have 
pursued^ and do not merit our consideration. At 
a little distance from Valletta there is a pleasant 
place called St. Julian's^ where many of the En- 
glish and Maltese gentry possess country houses 
and gardens truly worthy of being seen. 



* * See FartThirdi where a care is described which bat been 
erroaeoiuly cooiidered to bare been the Grotto of Calypso. 
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Distances from Valletta^ of the places and 
villages of the island of Malta^ hy the 
public roads. 



Ital. miles ' 

Cittk Vecchia 1\ 

Boschetto 8 

Birchircara 3J 

Nasciar 4f 

Curmi 3 S 

Gudia 4i' 

Zeitiin 4 

Zurrico 6 

Siffgieui 6 

Zebbug ^ . • . 5 

Attard A\i 

St. Antonio A\S 

Musta 6 \ 



Ital. miles. 

Lia 4^ 

Micablia 6 J 

Crendi 6 J 

St. Luca 3| 

Tarscien 2f 

Asciac 4 

Chercop 4f 

Safi 5^ 

Gargur. .4^ 

Zabbar 2j 

Balzan 4 

Dingli 8i 



Places on the sea^coast of Malta and Gozo 
from the point of St. Elmo. 



Point Dragut .... Of 

St. Julian's 2^ 

Point St. George ) oi 
calledDragoniera ) ^ 
Point Irchieca ... 4 J 
Madalena 5^ 



Selmonetto 8^ 

Ayn Chadit ..... 9| 
Point tal Ahrasc 10^ 
Tower tal Ahrasc 12 
Point Marfa. ... 15 
] Migiarro in Go2ol8^ 



. - ■♦.._. 
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Baj^ of St. Marco. 5f ^ Salino. 7 

HaUis 6i i Chamiu 7i 



Toward ike Sauth-East. 



St Tomaso 4^ 

Point Ricasoli • . • 0^ 

Schiajra 2 

Marsa-scala or \^l 
Zoncor. >*^v 



Munsciar 5 

Delimara 6 

Benhisa 8^ 

Point Hemelk«. . 31 
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PART III. 
G0ZO. and CotninQ.. 
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£EB troy^Uer ^ having<)bserTed llie most 
interesting places andJ object3> (to our know- 
ledge), in the inland! of Malta^ it will' not be 
disagreeable to him to make an excursion to 
the islands of Comino and Gozo, the latter 
of which merits the most accurate attention. 

To^ make the tript. as short' as^ possible^ 
he may> proceed: by. land) to- ther Marfa, and 
there embadcfoc 

CVIII. COMINO. 

This small island was formerly called 
JSphfstia. 
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It is about five miles in circumference. 
A fort erected by the Grand Master Wigna- 
court in 1618, called Freo, defends the chan- 
nel. It was constructed according to the 
design of the Maltese engineer Fra Vittorio 
Cassar, and is deserving of notice. 

The islaud of Comino is almost all cul- 
tivated, and an abundance of game, particu- 
larly quails, is here to be met with, at certain 
seasons .of the year. 

From Comino, he may pass over to 
Gozo ; a distance of about one mile, where 
he will land at a place called Migiarro. 

CIX. G£0GRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE " 

ISLAND OF GOZO. 

The island of Gozo is thirty miles in cir- 
cumference ; its greatest length twelve, and its 
greatest breadth six miles and a half. Under 
the Romans it was a municipiuniy enjoyed its 
own lands, and at various periods coined 
money. It was afterwards, however, sub- 
jected to the possessors of Malta. 



^--=> •♦ 
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There are in the island of Gozo, besides 
RahhatOy which is the suburb of the ancient 
city and which is at present the capital, six 
other villages or casals, viz. Gharb, Nadur, 
Cacciay Sannat, Scieuchia and Zebbug. 

ex. MIGIARRO. 

The passenger having landed at Mi- 
giarro, as before stated, will observe a fort 
called by that name, erected in the year 1605, 
the cost of which was paid from a fund 
which the Grand Master Garzes bequeathed 
at his death, for that specific object. The sit- 
tuation in which this fort is built, renders 
it particularly interesting. 

Continuing the walk towards Rabbato, 
and not far distant from Migiarro, is the 

CXI. FORT CHAMBRAY, 

which the Bailiflf of this name, a Norman, 
commenced building at his own expense, in 
1749; and which was completed after his 
death at the expense of the order of St. John. 
This is the most important fortress in 
in the island. Proceeding by the same road^ 

G 
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he will arrive at Casal Caccia. It is neces- 
$ary, however^ to deviate a little on his way 
thither^ to see the reputed 

CXII. GROTTO OF CALYPSO. 

This grotto has been already described 
as found near Melleha^ in the island of Malta. 
A small quantity of petrified water, in one 
part of the cave, is all that is to be seen in 
this place, although every possible endeavour 
has been made, to render it celebrated. No- 
thing now remains that presents any marks of 
antiquity, except the cave itself, or that has 
been able to attract any special observatioa 
or consideration. 

If the nymphs of that time selected 
such habitations, we shall be induced to be- 
lieve that * it was only the penitent among 
them. 

From here, the traveller may go to the 

CXIIL TORRE DEI GIGANTI, OR 
giant's TOWER. 

The mins of this huge edifice awaken 
the idea of the piost remote antiquity. 
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Enormous pieces of rocks pQed one upon 
another, without any sort of cement, show, 
that this building was raised by the primitive 
inhabitants of the island. These ruins are 
well worthy of the attention of the intelli- 
gent observer oiF antiquity* Froitt the Giant's 
Tower, he may return to the main road, 
which leads to Rabbato, where on his arrival, 
he will find a new hotel, situated in the 
square, where he may 

CXIV. REPOSE. 

Leaving the hotel, or any other plaee 
where he has refreshed himself, the traveller 
may visit the 

•r 

CXV. ANCIENT CASTLE, 

• • - 

which is believed to have been erected by 
the Phoenicians, although it has since beevi 

• • • 

repaired. It is merely interesting ou ac- 
couiit of its antiquity; 

But the view which may be enjoycff 
horn the walls of this castle (as it comniftndb 
nearly the whole of the island) i$$ti iking 
and very pleasant* 
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Within the wails of the castle^ is the 
principal church, entitled 

CXVI. ASSUNZIONE DELLA BEATA VERGIN^E. 

The baptismal font of this church, is 
formed of a piece of yellow alabaster, found 
in certain parts of the island. The painting 
at the main altar and the two side paintings, 
are by Bu&utill, a Maltese. 

The false cupola of the church was 
painted by Antonio Pippi, a Sicilian. 

The painting of St. Francesco di Paola, 
is a work of Nicolo Buhagiar, a Maltese. 

In various parts of the castle are to be 
seen pieces of marble, columns, capitals, and 
other objects of the most remote antiquity. 

Descending from the castle, he will re- 
turn to Babbato, and may visit the 

CXVII. HOSPITAL DI S. GIO. BATTISTA, 

destined for males only. The design of this 
building is good, the order of the rooms 
convenient, and the patients are treated with 
much attentiour 



^fi^- 
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■ 

This establishment was formed in 1719, 
at the expense of a certain Giammaria Cam- 
milleri. 

From this Hospital, he may proceed to 
the 

CXVIII. BURYING GROUND, OR CIMITERIO 

DI S. AGOSTINO, 

which is worthy of much attention, to in- 
spect the tombstones and their inscriptions. 
The epitaphs, although not very gram?- 
matical, are in substance interesting. One 
of these is as follows : 

Galli banc Gaulos insulam imperantes 

Anno Domini ciocclxx ne sacra ossa 

Fraesulum^ ac virorum illustrium 

Qui cum S. Ludovico. 

Francorum Rege, Profecti, 

Ac ab Africa post Bellum Sacrum 

Heic translata oblivioni darent 

Hoc saorum Coemeterium Erexere> 

In quo singulis Lapides Sepolcrales 

AnaglyphiB Distinctos 

Fropriis insigniis decoratas posuere 

III. Ac. Rev. D. Paulus Alpheran de Bussan 
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Mditae Episcofms 

QailnnKt donnitionis locum visitarH 

Anno MDCCLT M. Sept. die X\T. 

Ut reliquas ex maximo nimiero 

Lapides vetustiores, 

BMi^ioresq. inventae omnibus patea&t 

£t conserventur, 

Heic Aere proprio apponi jussit 

Also the female lio^pitid* and the 
churclies of St. Agostino^ St. Erancesco and 
St. Giorgio, are worthy of observation, es- 
pecially, the paintings in the latter. These 
are as follows : viz. 

The principal paiiitii^^ by the Cav. Ca- 
labrese. 

The two side paintings, by Francesco 
Zahra a Maltese. 

« 

The resurreiction of Lazafns^ by Stefano 
Erardi. 

Hayipg noticed the most remarkable 
objects in the Casde, and in Babbato, the 
traveller may proceed by the street San Gre- 
gorio, to the garden called 
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CXIX. TA SUROEKT. 

Here are to be seen the remains of an 
ancient bath^ the walls of which are of a 
long square figure, and form an object worthy 
of much attention* 

A little farther on^ from the bat^ were 
formerly various sepulchres which are now 
covered and no longer to be seen. These 
were situ^.ted between piltars im the shape 
<li, so m9,ny chapek; and at Gozjo, opiniona 
prevail that they were originally designed 
for the sepujobre^i of great personages of the 
isla^adt* 

Not far distant from thi$ place^ in m 
garden called 

is to be seen a grotto^ wherein, are petri&c« 
tions of sheila &c. 

One of the most remarkable curiosities 
in GozQ, is the fungus called^ Fungtis Me* 
litensis; therefqre the traveller without re* 
turning to lUbhato. through this garden^ 
mav oroceed ta thee hifirh xoad which kadi to 
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CXXI. TA DUEYRA, 

Here is a rock washed on all sides by 
tlie sea and which in the language of the 
c:ountry is called Hagiret el General, on 
which the fungus is found. The rock isr. 
inaccessible except by means of a little 
carriage or box, supported by two strong 
ropes on which it is made to pass over a 
great chasm by the man who has charge of 
the place, or is drawn to and fro by the per- 
sons passing. 

A large cavity appears in the middle of 
the rock, extending from one side to the 
other, which makes the centre of the rock 
appear like a rude arch. 

The fungus that grows on this rock, 
U a corroborative astringent medicine, and 
is used with success in all cases of over- 
flowings of the blood. It sprouts in the 
iiiontli of March, and ripens in June. 

C'XXII. THE METHOD OF USING IT. 

The fungus must be washed very clean, 
]>ut iuto an earthen pot and tied well down, 
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then put into an oven not overheated, and 
baked a little; then pounded in a marble 
mortar till it is reduced to a very fine powder, 
and then passed through a fine sieve; which 
the patient must take in convenient doses, 
infused in good wine. 

The lizards found on this rock are of a 
vermilion colour, and of unusual size. 



The circuit by land being terminated, 
the traveller is advised to go round the island 
of Gozo by water. A boat with four oars, 
in fine weather, will make the circuit in about 
eight or ten hours, allowing a little time for 
examination of the caves and other curiosi- 
ties. 

This will not only be an excursion of 
pleasure, but extremely interesting. The 
immense perpendicular rocks, some of them 
apparently 200 or 250 yards in height, deep 
grottos and caverns of various descriptions, 
in some of which the waves of the sea en- 
tering and returning make a pleasant but 
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gnim and melancholy noise; the tracks of 
wheels, which leave the island, in the direc- 
tion of Malta and Africa, and disappear in 
the sea ; will induce the observer to reflect 
seriously, whether the three islands of which 
wc are speaking, did not once consist of but 
one island, much more extensive than what 
any writer has proposed. 

Can it be possible that Malta, Cominc 
and Gozo are the remains of the anciem 
Athalanta? 



Distances of Places on the sea-coast of Gozc 

from Migiarro. 

Ital. miles. S Ital. iDile 

Point Rasel Cala 2f \ Scilendi Bay ... l6 

Marsael fomo.* . 6 \ Scini Bay 2G 

St-Dimitri 12 { 

Scini^ in tlie opposite direction, is t\i 

miles from Migiarro« 
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